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BUT WHEN THE GOLOEN AVENGER’ THOUGH I'VE 
REACHES THE ROOF. ` JUST GOTTEN 

Р - HERE, (T'S APPARENTI 
ГО BEST KEEP 
MY EYES OPEN-- 


IT'S NOT GOING 
ТО ВЕ А 
VACATION! 


LEAVE HIS 
WEAPON 
BEHIND, 
THOUGH 


A 
THERMAL 
С MITENSIEIER, 
С FROM THE 


7: LOOKS OF IT! 
wy 


SOPHISTICATED 
DESIGN, THOUGH 
THATS THE 
INVENTOR PART 
OF ME TALKING! 


Ore: | ha 
à СО му AVENGER ) 
5 


— С SIDE SAYS TO 
зә ( DESTROY IT! 


IF SHELLHEAD СОШО SEE INSIDE THE BUIL OMG 
--70 THE FLOOR BELOW THE ROOF--HE COULD 
SEE JUST HOW TRUE HIS PREDICTION 451 


МЕ GOT AWAY JUST 
IN TIME, LUNKHEAD! 
50 MUCH FOR YOUR 
SCHEMES! 


[ГРЕЯСМЕР |” 

THAT MACHINE, 

FELLA-- АМО 

1 KNOW ITS 

IRREPLACE- 

ABLE! GET 

OFF АУ OKAY, OK 

BACK! | / гм SORRY І 
Р JUST BLEW 
ЛАУ STACK 


THE THREE OF 
US STILL HAVE 

A COMBINED FIRE- 
POWER MORE THAN 
EQUAL TO IRON 

MAN'S AND THAT'S 
WHAT COWA/TS! 


ЇЕ YOU'D LISTENED TO 
ME, WE'D HAVE HELD ОМ 
TO THAT BLASTER UNTIL 
A OUR REAL OPERATION! 


THOUGH WE MAY HAVE MET BY 
COMICIDENCE, OUR GOALS 
PERFECTLY DOVETAIL-- 


FOR 4 BIT MORE OF THAT 
PROMISED BACKGROUND... 


ү л; 


en COMMENCING WITH THE 
ARRIVAL OF AJET АТ 
SANI DIEGO INTERNATIONAL», 


Гевена INTERESTED? OKAY, ЛОШ | 


OF IRON MAN? Š 


w CARRYING AN ILLUSTRATIVE PASSENGER, 
MILLIONAIRE MIVENTOR-INOUSTRIALIST 
TOMY STARK... 


ALTER EGO! 


SURE HAS BEEN A 
HECTIC FEW ОАУ6-- 
BATTLING ULTIMO, 
THE MANDARIA! AND 
YELLOW СЕДИ. 


Ру” 


THE ONLY 
HASSLE 1S 
LEAVING BEHIND 
ROXIE GILBERT, 
LADY ADVENTURER 
EXTRAORDINAIRE! 


N та 
| ж 4 
Ї “ THEN 
(A AASSIVE 
SSI 
THEN S/DING SUPER -VILLAIN 
WITH THE POWER STRUGGLE 


MUTANT б THAT THREATENS 
SUNFIRE... THE WORLD! 


"рр — — 


са —— 
IT МАЗ ROXIE Gss OUT MY FRIEND EDDIE MY мехост) 
WHO (ЕО МЕ RCH'S BROTHER, MARTY--MISSING ED BATTLES 
TO ASIA... (622. THE VIET NAM WARS LEO ME AWAY 
85124 : AeA лээ Мэн IN, FROM HER-- 
> АА ЛА WE KNOW 
РМА за (FROM LAST 
ы” --АМО NOW ТОМУ STARK'S 57 ) | 558064 THAT 
LIFE MUST GO ОА АВ Т ONLY... Г HAVEN'T ROXIE'S 
HANDLE AN IMPORTANT (7) HEARD FROM ALIVE, 
BUSINESS EMERGENCY! ROXIE -- AND ALL RIGHT-- 


DON'T EVEN KNOW BUT MAY 
IF SHE'S ALIVE-~ NOT ВЕ 
OR DEAD! 


A 


I'VE MADE THIS TRIP FOR 
NOTHING, DARN IT! 


MORE ABOUT THAT BRINGS US TO THE BUT WHEN ТОМУ 
ROXIE LATER n PRESENT, AS THE APPEARANCE | | REACHES THE 
AS FOR TONY, OF IRON MAN WE WITNESSED OFFICE... 


WAS MADE BY ТОМУ TO ~~~ 

ESTABLISH SHELLHEAD'S WELL, ў 
„FASTEN YOUR PRESENCE IN ТОЙЛ/-- AND HOW DO TOMORROW 
SEAT BELTS, BRING | | PROTECT TONYS SECRET YOU LIKE WHEN THE 
YOUR TRAYS TO AN | \IDENTITY! CLEAR? NEXT PLANE 


THAT? 


UPRIGHT POSITION 
AND PLEASE 
OBSERVE THE “МО 
SMOKING” 5/СЛ/... 
THANK TOU? 


SIX 
HOURS 
AETER THE 


STARK INDUSTRIES’ 
= 
SAN DIEGO BRANCH 
ы HAS HAD AN 
р EMERGENCY IN 
ди, GETTING RAW 
ЕР MATERIALS FOR (15 
RAPID TRANSIT 
MACHINERY FACTORY 
IN NEARBY 
CHULA VISTA! 


ОН WELL, I САМ 
AT LEAST CONTINUE 
MY POLICY OF 
| GETTING PERSONAL 
FEEDBACK FROM 
MY EMPLOYEES 
WHILE ГМ HERE « 


40 SO TONY 

HEADS DOWN ТО 

THE ASSEMBLY 
PLANT... 


THE MANAGERS 
HOPE MY А САМ HELP! | 


ATTENTION CAN HELP! 
ee eee 


--WHERE НЕ EN TEMPTING TO FIELD SOME AS TOMY GOES ON, SUDDENLY 
MIXES D QUESTIONS ! 7 — 5-1 | THE MINOS OF TWO LISTENERS 
4 HEAR A OIF ERENT VO/CE-- 
x INSIDE THEIR HEADS! 


WITH SOME 
PRODUCTION 


LINE -3 
WORKERS, В W 
” |) > | WNELATION,, 


MR. STARK 


y замеш!< THAT'S A 
TOUGH ONE, MISTER! 


В ENEMY! HE UST BE 
DESTROYED! 


YOU SEE, THE MORE 
WE PRODUCE, THE LOWER 
— де PRICES WILL BE... 


HEY! WHAT ARE you BEFORE ANYONE CAA 
GUYS DOING 7? STOP THEM, THESE 
SILENT ATTACKERS 
BURST THROUGH 
Ж „ча THE CROWD -~ 


SWIFTLY OU 
TOMY STARK! 


TOMY STARK 
MUST BE 


DESTROYED! 


< 


HEY, FELLA--I 
KNOW MONEY 15 
TIGHT THESE DAYS -- 


-- BUT I оемт STILL, IF YOU THAT WAS А NASTY CLIP ON 

THINK JUST TALKING KNEW ANYTHING THE SHOULDER YOU JUST 

ABOUT М WOLILD AT ALL ABOLIT GAVE ME --Т OWE YOU 
ME-- FOR THAT ONE-- 


LEAD ТО 
VIOLENCE? | 
~ -- АМО НЕРЕ 
ІТ /6-- WITH 


IITEREST! 


--YOU'O KNOW ГМ NOT 
ONE TO STAND 59766. 
ANO NOT STRIKE BACK? 


IT DION'T TAKE MUCH LOOK AT THEIR 
< KNOCK THEM Фат-- FACES! THEY APPEAR 
с. ДИ 


ALMOST... POSSESSED? 


w 


I'VE BEEN AROUND TOO 
LONG NOT TO RECOGNIZE 
A THREAT AGAINST ME -- ү 
BUT I CAN'T FOR THE LUKE 22 
OF ME Тє. FROM WHERE 
IT'S COMING! 

С ai 2 


a 


O. 


BUT THIS LATEST 
INCIDENT JUST 

DOESN'T GIBE 
WITH IT! THIS 

WAS A TOTALLY 
DIFFERENT 
METHOD OF 
ASSAULT! 


< 


Г үгс, LIKE FITTING 
( ROUND PIECES INTO 
2 A SQUARE PUZZLE! 


IVE BEEN THINKING THERE 
WAS SOMETHING FAMILIAR “ 
ABOUT THAT EARLIER 4 
THERMAL RAY АТТАСК-- J | 
Е = = — 


A FIGURE WHO LOOKS WITH 
DISFAVOR AT TONY'S EVENTUAL 
EXIT FROM THE SCENE -- 


ONLY... HE STOPS... 
RECONS/DERS.., АМО 
THEN CHANGES HIS 
HANOS' MOTIONS., 


TONY MIGHT HAVE FINISHED HIS 
PUZZLE [F HED SEEN THE SHROUDED 
FIGURE LURKING /К/ THE EARBS 
SHADOWS.. 


-- МО THEN BEGINS ДАЈ 


ARCANE GESTURE, AS (Е 
TO FURTHER INFLICT 


HE TROUBLED EXECUTIVE 
WITH A MEW TERROR... 


AUD FADES, 
«ите HE AUD 
THE SHADOWS 
ARE ONE.. 


— i 

I OUGHT TO 
GET AWAY, DO 
SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT! 


THE MIGHT LIFE'S AS 
FRENETIC AS EVER-- 
BUT STRICTLY 
OLO HAT TOME! 


| THERE'S SAN 

b DIEGO'S GREAT 200-- 

7 BUT ГУЕ SEEN IT 
THREE TIMES IN THE 
LAST TWO YEARS! 


22 


1,6 | 
lif (ИИ) 
от чо "y 


MAYBE THIS “Ë 
MORNING'S PAPER \ 
WILL рит МЕ OU TO d 
SOMETHING МОТ: 


THAT'S IT! WE'VE AND JUST IN CASE 
Ámmm... І TEND ТО қ GOT OURSELVES THESE EMERGENCIES 
FORGET WE AVENGERS 7 А DATE РЕАРРЕАР-- 

ARE KINDA LIKE : TONIGHT, 

ROCK STARS Д > SHELLHEAD! 

THESE DAYS. 48 TA 


Ги BE IN 
PERFECT 
‘COSTUME”-- 
MY OWN 
UNIFORM! 


60/7 1S THAT TONY AGAIN i | | !! < (-ллес/с TVE Never | 

CHANGES ТО ГРОМ МАШ AKL || 1 ЗА Ç SEEN ANYTHING 

JOURNEYS ТО THE HILL-TOPPING | | == | ©, % еже THIS! ІШ 
| ч ! ў сары 2” 


ЕС CORTEZ HOTEL.., 


І GOTTHE 4 
NUMBER ONE! 

I GOT THE 
NUMBER ONE! 


OH, WOW? WASN'T THAT 
THE HERNDON-SAUNDERS 
TEAM'S FIRST STORY.. WITH 
HOWIE KELTNER DOING 
BACKGROUNDS ON PAGES 

8, 12, AND HALF OF 16? 
HERE'S YOUR <| 


NANME-TAG! Oy СУ | / UHH-UH, ROBBIE --IT WAS SCOTT 
YOU CAN PAY : Ч : BELL, NOT КЕТАЕЮ-- АМО ONLY 
AT THE DOOR! |= Z Г ШӨ ШВ °v EVERY FOURTH PANEL! 


YOU'RE HERE AS Uh. YES YOU WANNA С WELL, I GUESS I'LL 
TRON MAN FOR THAT'S JUST CALL С JUST WANDER А ВІТ-- 
THE COSTUME RIGHT, YOURSELF С. SOAK UP WHAT THE 
PARTY, HUH? IRON MAK? FANS АРЕ SAYIAIG! 


IT'S ALL-RIGHT GIVE YOU THIS 
LOOKING m BUT ГА б E ADHESIVE BADGE-- 
ISN'T THAT RED и SINCE YOU'RE 

ABIT TOO WEARING NOTHING 

BRIGHT? ; TOPIN ONE ОМ! 


TOO BAD JEANIE COULON'T 
COME OUT--SHE LOVED b 
CALIFORMIA LAST TIME. AND, BY 
THE WAY, JOHN VERPOORTEN 
SAID TO TELL YOU YOURE 


A 


n NICE TALKIN! WITH | MISTER BRUNNER? 


YOU, uh, TOM, АМО-- 
OH, WOW! IT'S 
FRANK BRUNNER! 


“ОН--Амр DON'T WORRY ‘BOUT THIS PINK 
$4/P =~ IT'S ONLY, Y'KNOW, A FORMALITY,., 


“IRON МАМ" HAVE YOU 
SIGNED OUR “STAR TREK” 
=, PETITION? 
YEAH, WE'VE 5ОТ `NÑ 
THOSE PRODUCERS 
UP AGAINST THE 
WALL NOW! 


„, HEY! YOU HEAR 

THERE'S A*CHALR- 

TALK” BY BOB 
FOSTER, GOIN’ 


FELLAS, 1 
DON'T HAVE 
A PENS 


WHAT KINDA 
FAN ARE YOu 
ANYWAY? HOW'D 
YOU EXPECT TO 
GET ANY 
AUTOGRAPHS 
THAT WAY? 


MISTER BRUNNER? / DID BRING MY 
CAN T HAVEA | 


ETCH? 


HMMTM WELL, I ) DON'T PANIC, 
FRANK--JUST 

REMEMBER 

HALF GOES 


TO THE ACBA 
ВИС EVERETT 
FUND! A 


-7 BRUSHES-- BUT | 
YOu'LL HAVE TO 
TALK TO MY 
AGENT! JAN! 


„, SO YOU'RE AN IRON MAN FAN 
HUH? 1 DON'T KNOW, I LIKE THE 
GUY-- BUT THE STORIES THEY 
TELL ABOUT HIM ARE PULL! 


ANO HOW ANYONE 
САМ RUN AROUND WITH 
THAT UGLY NOSE HE'S 
ADOPTED-- SHEESH S 


NOTHING 
RSONAL, 


YOu 
UNDERSTAND! 


CMON, “SHELLHEAD"-- 
YOU'LL LIKE THIS! 


CARES ABOUT | 
MOOSES? 


I МАММА SEE 
SEYMOUR! 


THEY'RE DISPLAYING 
е [5 


BUT А5 IRON MAN WHAT'S GOING 
45 SWEPT ALONG ON HERE-- АТ. 
ВУ THE СКОЮР-- THIS DISPLAY? z 5 
= жі, (8371 ITS WORTH 
>r $5,000 NOW! 


NEVER HEARD 
OF IT! 


BACK OFE THE ROPE, MISTER! 
THAT MAY BE JUST A COSTUME 
YOURE WEARING, BUT IT'S A BIT 
TOO DANGEROUS THIS CLOSE! 


ТО -er- LIKE THE LATEST 2 
TRONMAN STORY! af 
OH, WELL » 
I'M SHORT ON MAYBE I'LL 
Uhh. CASH -- BUT INDULGE IN 
сам Он CHARGE oe ге 4 
Оо THE 154422 TONIGHT" 
AVENGERS? 3 Е 
о ME 
CAPTAIN MARVEL 
GILLIGAN'S ISLAND 
САМЕТ of the APES 


ANKEAISTEIN 
DRACULA 


GOOD TRY, 
BUDDY. -BUT 


SOI 
NO CRED DIT! 


Hort, THE FILM ROOM IF I DIDN'T KNOW BETTER, SURE ARE ALOT 
SEEMS ТО BE THE ( ТО ТНМК Г WAS BACK IN ОЕ CAPTAIAL 

SITE OF THIS NEW YORK АТ AVENGERS’ AMERICAS HERE-- 
MASQUERACE PARTY! 5 s 


Г» 
| 


-HS 
RESIGNATION * 
MUST HAVE TOUCHED 
ОЕЕ A WAVE OF 

NOSTALGIA! 


[кую HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING CAPS LONELY 
JOURNEY MI HIS OWA MAG, HAVEN'T ЧОШ?--ЕЛ; 


THER, PERHAPS THE GREATEST SURPRISE 
OF Alt... 


I SEE YOU'VE GONE 
ALONG AND ADDED 
THAT RIDICULOUS 

NOSE TO YOUR. 

MASK! 


ЕС/О 
Т НАРРЕМ 
ТО (МЕ IT! 


THAT'S THE MELTER! ВИТ Г 

THOUGHT HE AND THE OTHER 

MASTERS OF Бү WERE 
STILL IN JAIL? Ва 


1 LOSE TRACK 
SOMETIMES! 


* EROM 
AVENGERS 
Жак КТ. 


І МАЧ HAVE TO THINK, 
ABOUT THIS FACIAL. 


> 


| PAID TO A 
SIMPLE 
COSTUME 
CHANGE 


NOT ONLY THAT, HERE'S 
WHIPLASH IN FROM vz 


BUT WAIT-- THERE'S 
DOCTOR OCTOPUS 
AND Г KNOW HE'S 
REPORTED DEADS? 


HASSLES! MAYBE 
PUTTING ON MY 
UNIFORAA 
ONL WASN'T SUCH А-- ду 


i THAT BLAST WAS -- AND PROOF THAT 
JUST А DISPLAY, THESE COSTUMES 
( J THE Floor | [you CLOWNS-- ARE FOR REAL! 
BENEATH 
MES FAIRLY 


(Е ANY ОЕ YOU 
00087 ІТ-- 
JUST TRY ME! 


CUT THE GABBING, MELTER! 
WE'RE HERE TO PULL OFF 
THIS PENNY-ANTE МЕ/67-- 
AND ATTRACT IRON 

MAN'S ATTENTION-- 


--6О WE САМ 
SMASH HIM! 4 


GREAT HEAVENS-- IT'S. APPARENTLY, THE LAMA'S A 
THE BLACK ГАМА!) SURPRISE TO THESE GENTS 
AS WELL! 


THEY DON'T | Р 
SUSPECT THAT ТҮ Г HES THE GUY 

ГА ALREADY ) Ў WHO SET UP THAT 

Фо. VILLAINOUS 

: А POWER-STRUGGLE-- 

THAT GIVES ME ) OFFERING GLOBAL 
THE ELEMENT OF i Гү POWER ТО THE 

VICTOR! 


ALREADY THE 
MANDARIN HAS 
DIED-- |6 HE HERE 
SETTING ЦР 
MORE CONFLICTS? 


TROU MANS GUESS AS TO THE BLACK 
LAMAS MOTIVATION PROVES TRUE.., 


AS THE MYSTERIOUS EASTERK 
MYSTIC RECITES HIS HYPNOTIC 
PROMISES OF A GOLDEN 
GLOBE OF POWER TO THE 
“WORLO CHAMPION!” -- 


-- WHO MUST WIA! 
BY KILLING ALL 
HIS COMPETITION! 


à 


OF COURSE, IT'S 
THE BLACK LAMA 
HIMSELF WHO 
DECIDES WHO 
BATTLES WHOM-- 


--AND HE NEVER 
EXPLAINS WHY! BUT 
UNDER THE STARE 
ра HIS OVERPOWERING 


ти BE 

MAN-BULL 
WHO KILLS 
НІМ FIRST! 


--IT'LL BE ME 


МО ЛАЗ STEEL- 


Е] A 


IM AFRAID ЕОР. 
MOW-- YOU'RE 
BOTH WRONG! 


THEN AS HE 
FINISHES HIS 
EXPOSITION,» 


„ЧОО MAY BE 
CURIOUS TO KNOW 
THAT TALS 15 THE 
REAL ТРОН МАМ! 


AND KILLING A 

SUPERHERO 

COUNTS MORE 
THAN ANY 
OTHER, EH? 


THEN 4676 
СЕТ HIM! 


7 
AT THIS EXACT MOMENT, THE 
BLACK LAMA CHOOSES TO 


ASSUME A FOREBODING POSE-- 


I RECOGNIZE THE LOOK ІМ THEIR EYES -~ 
JUST LIKE THOSE CRAZED WORKERS! 


SO BLACK. 
K сама WAS BE- 
HIND THAT- 


--HOW UNLIKE 
НИМА TO TAKE 
DIRECT ACTION? 


І БЕТТЕР WRAP THIS 
UP ФО/СК-- AND TRY 
TO STOP НІМ! 


NO TIME TO THINK 
ABOUT ІТ, THOUGH! 


I MUST HOPE A BRIGHT 
BLAST FROM MY CHEST- 
x BEAM SNAPS THESE 
GUYS OUT OF ІТ/ 


STRANGELY, IRON МАА SCIENCE 
OVERCOMES BLACK LAMAS MAGIC -- 
ORIS THAT THE PLAN? 


ААА -- МЕ SAW НОМ 
HHI =. POWERFUL YOU 
ARE--HELP US: 


' И CAN'T FIGURE THAT 
YOU АРЕ | LAMA GUY OgT-- BUT ) 
LEFT TO ; RIGHT NOW HE'S ONE 
YOUR OWN BE IT. р LESS HEADACHE? 

DEVICES! 


STANO BACK-- 
«ес OF YOU! 


THIS PRIZE 


BUT LITTLE DOES THE 
MELTER KNOW, THAT AL- 
THOUGH HE'S PUT THE 
GUARDS AT BAY-- 
= 


> АҒ ы 
-- АМФ THERE'S MORE | + 
Р/| я-соямвг 


? 


DEVICES-- 


а вит NOW 
HE KNOUS-- 


ж: ғ ын же” 
ГС = UGNN! = TUAT келем SHOCK GAZA ' АУ, 
К BARELY RAZED THE MELTER! — REPULSOR 
HE CAUGHT МЕ HEAD-OA/? WN д RAY, UD JUST 
Ч ТАО, МЕ? 
DEFLECTED 
HIS BEAM ӨР. 
AND AWAY? 


FOR COUNTLESS 
DEFEATS АТ YOUR 
HANDS DO I OWE 

A YOU, IRON MAN! 


BUT ВУ ONERTING THAT BEAM, IRON ) THROWING CAUTION ТО THE 
MANS SENT /7 TO THIDER THE PLES WINDS, IRON MAN STRUGGLES 
OF PULP PAPER NEARBY -- 1 OVER ТО THE FLAMES u 


ШЕ | 
--MUCH TO THE DISMAY 
OF THE COMICS DEALER 
WHO CONSIDERS THAT 
PAPER VALUABLE! 


? YOU FOOL--GET 
ele PERE, пы 
LET THEM BURA? Р YOURSELF OVER. 

Ж (057 MONEY? 


7Е 
FOR WARNINGS! 


wae 


I'M AFRAIO, GUARD, THAT 
IT'S TOO 4 | 
L 


= н Г Е JUST 
AA THE BREAK I'VE NEEDED! 


NOW FOR THE 
FINISHER! 


"- © 
TALK ABOUT NERVE! 
сэ 


776; 


ONLY... THE MELTER'S 

BLAST ISN'T LETTING 

ME STAY ON MY 
FEET LONG! 


NO BOASTS-- NO 


EXPLANATIONS (7) 


WHY HE'S TAKING 
SUCH A DIRECT 
THANK HEAVEN I HAND -- 
HAVEN'T GOT ANYONE 
ELSE HASSLING ME! 


BLACK LAMA 
AGAIN-- 
ATTACKING 
WITH A 
SCIMITAR! 


ЇЕ IT,, CAN'T 
BE,.. ME WHO 


KILLS u 
IRON MAN-- 


THE LAMA TELEPORTED 
AWAY TO AVOID BEING 
BURNT ALIVE-- 


O I DON'T 
Е" E 
ОК AWHILE! 


Hmmm, IF ANYONE 
HAS ANY ILLUSIONS 
ABOUT HOW EASY 
PERSONAL COMBAT 
16, HE SHOULD LOOK 


„ТИЕ USUAL SWARMING HERO-WORSHIPERG.,, 


THERE REMAS THE 


USUAL THREATS OF „FLAVORED THIS TIME WITH A REQUEST 


REVENGE ON THE OF 
И ТО REMAIN AS A GUEST OF HONOR, 


VALLANS,. 


сааат al 


„„ WHICH (S ACCEPTED 
ім RETURN FOR A 
COUPLE OF SUPPORT- 
ING SHOULDERS, 


AW, 1 STULL 
WANT SEYMOUR! HE COULD HAVE 

“(А CAUSED QUITE А 
r—c Ü v Tha 16, PROBLEM IF HE'D 
~2r- MY BADGE FOP (ДО JONED IT: 
MUST'VE FALLEN 


OFF-- BUT SIR, ТАА 
A GUEST HERE.. 


TISSUE: IRON MAN RETURNS то 
4 VIET NAM --FOR THE BATTLE OF HIS LIFE -- 
YOU'RE NOT ALLOWED AGAINST HIS OWN ЕД! -- АМО THE... 
HERE WITHOUT A BADGE! 1 
WE'VE А LOT TO PROTECT! 


SOCK IT то 


SHELL HEAD 


об MARVEL COMICS GROUP, 575 MADISON AVE. МУС. 100220 


Dear Friends, 

The latest ІМ series has really been very fine work. For 
a long while there, | was buying IM dutifully, but reading 
other mags to save energy (my own). Perhaps this attitude 
is why you were forced to make him merely bi-monthly, 
but now, as things are remarkably on the upswing, it’s too 
bad. | always knew Mike was one of Marvel’s best, but 
somehow, | never quite warmed up to George’s artwork. 
Until now. He’s really evolved into a powerful artist. 

On the “Super-villains Playoffs”: it sounds like a marvelous 
idea {excuse the pun). | ме always been a lover of sub-plots, 
continued stories and epics such as Jim Starlin’s tour de 
force just lately in Captain Marvel. But | have a few questions. 
Assuming that all the big names toss their hats into 
the ring, when it finally comes down to it, how can anybody 
emerge the victor but Doc Doom? Now, | personally feel 
that he must be the most competent and dangerous of the 
community of baddies. But regardless of that, there is another 
element involving the good Doctor. Ever since FF #5, his 
first appearance, he has been unquestionably the favorite 
of Marveldom. Think of all the folks out there who, like 
myself, love him as much as any Peter Parker or Ben 
Grimm. How can we stand for anybody else being officially 
designated the Best of the Bad, as will occur if someone 


inner peace as well, right? Well then, the winner must 
necessarily lose his desire for more than he has; he will 
no longer wish the domination of others. So the top villain 
will be transformed into a whispering Caine? If so, the Black 
Lama has quite a beautiful plan by which to rid the world 
of its greatest menace, and many lesser ones as well, 
eliminated along the way. That's the way I’ve interpreted it 
all, if you've seen it another way, I’m hoping for a reply. 

Brian Apthorp 

9028 Lindley Avenue 

Northridge, Calif, 91324 


Some interesting thoughts, Brian. We can’t tip our hand, 
of course, as to exactly where the Super-Villain Battle 
Supreme is leading—nor its outcome. But if you turn out 
to be right in your guesses, you can always point to it 
here—and say you had it printed first. 


Dear Bullpen, 

Killing Shell-Head’s No.1 foe, the Mandarin, at the hands 
of Yellow Claw was appalling, especially the spineless way 
he bought it; and as for that clown who took Mandy’s rings, 
well, forget him; he'll never be the villain Mandy was. т 
closing 174 just like to say Iron Man's new mask is absolutely 
repulsive. 

Tom Lemans 
1899 Norwood 
Grosse Pte Woods, 
МІ 48236. 


Well, we can't please everybody, we guess, Tom. However, 
we hope you can reserve judgment on Loc Do until 
he proves—or disproves—himself worthy as successor 
to the Mandarin. 

Аз for Sheli'Head’s nose, all we сап say is that if you've 


else wins the coveted globe? So there's one problem, 
The other concerns the attributes of the globe itself: not 
only does it give the holder the power he desires, but 


Bea Mighty Marvel Salesperson! 


А Пе 
кк 


Buy 12 Comics 
for the Price of 8! 


You can order one set or 
many—and sell them to 
your friends at full cover 
price with you keeping 
the profits! 


That's right, greedy one. 

You can get 12 о! Marvels 

greatest—before they hit 
the stands—for only $2.00! 


And, if you order $10.00 worth 
of comics, you get this peerless 
poster as a batty Bullpen bonus! 
So don't delay, pilgrim— order 
today! 
“саг stat receivina wee comics with the Tint 
month of books on заде after wa recieve vour order. 


read the story in this issue yet, you'll see there аге a couple 


Check one of the boxes below for the Marvels you want. Fill H the H 
spaces for how many sets and your name and address—and you're in 1 
the comics-selling business. Welcome aboard, tycoon! I 
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of other реоріе who agree with you; what you don’t see 
is publisher Stan, who likes the new mask and whose idea it 
was to institute it. But Stan has always listened carefully to 
reader opinion—-so it's really up to you, people, to write and 
tell us your opinions. 

The following letter is one of the few other complaints 
we received in a huge stack of praising letters for IRON 
MAN 970... 


Dear Mike, 

I've just finished two of the comics you’ve written this 
month, I.M. and KAZAR. Both had excellent basic plots 
which were ingeniously thought out and both had nice covers. 
The only problem is that! didn’t enjoy either book. Althcugh 
your ideas are fantastic, your way of structuring the story 
is not, The two stories had one thing in common that | think 
ruined them—too many abrupt cuts from one scene to 
another. These cuts were used to include the numerous plots 
threads, but each segment was too short and superficial; a 
little more detail and subtlety would have been preferable. 
As it was, each vignette seemed extremely condensed so that 
the idea was gotten across, but with the subtlety of a steam 
roller. | would like to think that the reason for this is that 
you are preoccupied with your “underground” projects, but 
| can't accept that as an excuse. 

The Iron Man story (470) contained SIX different situa- 
tions which were broken up into hurried portions each time 
they appeared. The brewing epic involving all the major 
villains looks to be опе of the best of all time, but | feel 
its effect will be lessened if it is cut up so poorly. The best 
example | can think of to support this statement is when the 
Mandarin died (2). Mandy had been Топу5 main foe for 
years and years, but when he perished the feeling of despair 
just wasn’t there. Oh yeah, | did feel а little bad, but | should 
have reacted much more. Please get together with George 
and try to work out the lay-outs more carefully. The main 
feeling 1 got from the story was “This happens, and simulta- 
neously this happens, and then this happens, and back to 
the first one, etc.” There was no smooth flow to the 
parallel editing, 

Please don’t take this suggestion as a put-down because 
it most definitely isn’t. I'm only trying to offer my reaction 
to the stories so that you might think about whether you 
agree with me in my opinion or not. 

Dean Mullaney 
81 Delaware Street 
Staten Is., N.Y. 10304 


Dear Gang, 

| just read IRON МАМ #70 for the 2nd time and then | 
went and dug out all my 1М to look through, and let me tell 
you that there has been one hell of a improvement in the 
last say, 10-12 issues; as a matter of fact there has not been 
а bad IM since ІМ #53 and | think that's saying а lot. 

| always liked Ultimo, for one reason (not his looks). 
When someone gave me as a gift the Capt. America game 
there was а free comic inside it; | don’t remember the 
number, but it was the first appearance of Ultimo. 

And speaking of villains, | can’t leave out The Yellow 
Claw (who! have liked since Shield) and ol’ Mandy.... well 
there has got to be something really big brewing. (Ап al! 
out war with every villain fighting for the (drum roll, please) 
Ultimate Power and all of Marvels heroes and а million 
cross-overs and....if that’s not it....well maybe... 

Mike Friedrich has been doing a bang-up job on IM, and 
Geo. Тизка has been doing some of his best work of late. 
I've been impressed with his art since LUKE CAGE, HERO 


FOR HIRE #1. Going back to #69, panel З pg. 7 with a close- 
up of Mandy, he never looked meaner. 
Till what you people have been hinting at breaks open, 
yours... 
DAVID DUNN 
669 East 5th St. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11218 


After a bit of behind-the-scenes floundering about, we 
think we've found the proper vehicle for carrying thru our 
“all-out угаг”--а revival of the X-MEN! 

Ha! We knew we couldn't sneak that one by you! 
Yep, the big announcement of this letters page is the super- 
recent (the okay just came down) approval from the On- 
Highs to, at LAST, revive many fans’ favorite super-group (in 
a Giant-Size 506 иЧе!). The X-MEN will, we hope, be drawn 
by Dave Cockrum, late of the AVENGERS GIANT-SIZE. The 
exact scheduling isn’t set yet of course (things like this take 
time), but it is definite—and if Melancholy Mike has anything 
to say (and many friends can’t seem to shut him up), those 
large-size stories are going to contain some  slam-bang 
super-villain battles. 

Keep checking the Bullpen Page for further details! 


Dear Bullpen: 

The development of Sunfire away from villainous ig- 
norance is welcome and long overdue. Hopefully, his 
metamorphosis will be complete, eliminating the gullibility 
which made him a dupe so often in the first place. His hot 
temper and substantial ego are by far enough foundation from 
which to build a blossoming character. 

It was too much to expect, but | was hoping that the 
Mandarin would die—and stay dead. A venerable old villain 
like that probablyAas to return, disgusting as he is to Asian- 
Americans,..but when Loc Do does revive the ring-wielding 
villain, the name “Mandarin,” with its cultural connotation, 
should be replaced. It’s bad enough that you flirt with Yellow 
Peril racism at all; the least you сап do is tone it down 
a little. 

Another request for your pencillers, at the moment George 
Tuska. Why do you persist in making all your Asians buck- 
toothed? Do you enjoy perpetrating racist myths, or can't 
you make a villain look like a villain without evil of your 
own making? 

Bill Wu 
4414 Homestead Dr. 
Prairie Village, KS 66208 


Racism in comics is one thing Marvel has tried to avoid. 
But we believe it is racism of another sort that just because a 
villain comes from a particular culture he is not used. 
Mandarins in China did not always inspire overwhelming good 
feelings in their subjects in days past (depending on the 
individual, of course), and so made a perfect “soil” from 
which to draw up a villainous character. Just as Marvel fea- 
tures heroes of all races, so too will we feature multi-racial 
villains—for there are good and bad among all of us. To do 
any less we feel would be pandering to the race-sterotypes 
we're hoping to destroy. 

Of course we respect your feelings, Bill, and if you person- 
ally have been offended, we apologize (though, literally, 
your letter was the only one such complaint to cross the 
Iron Man desk). We might suggest, though, that you reread 
the stories in question and ask yourself if the villains are such 
because of their race, or because of their individual moti- 
vations. 


